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CHINESE FOR BEGINNERS

Is it right to say that Chinese is difficult to learn? Is it true that the Chinese
symbols are so complicated that it is impossible find logic in them? In this
course we'll help you bust this myth and overcome your fear of Mandarin
Chinese. Please read this STUDENT’S GUIDE carefully, because this document
is essential to understand some basic language rules and help you understand
and take maximum advantage of your course.

Our Chinese for Beginners (A1.I) contains 12 units. Each one is subdivided in

, , , , . As the course
is all written in Chinese, this GUIDE also comes with a list of the vocabulary
used in the course, organized alphabetically, so you have a reference that you
help you learn and recognize the words in Chinese.

NOTE: this vocabulary list contains all Chinese characters you’ll need in the
course. You will also find a list of the most common “Chinese classifier words”,
as well as names of countries, languages and nationalities used in unit 2.

It is important to know that nowadays, Chinese has adopted the Western
writing style, that is, from the left to the right, from top to bottom, so that no
longer poses a challenge to the ones willing to learn the language.

Compared to other languages, Chinese does have some peculiarities. The
ones you need to know to take this course are listed here below:

Pronunciation: Chinese is written using Chinese symbols, of course,
and these are completely unknown to us. However, in order to help
foreigners understand Chinese and how to pronounce the words, the
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phonetic system of the language can be used as a support “tool”: pinyin.
All characters/symbols are monosyllabic and the vowels are quite simple
to pronounce. Some consonants, however, can be considered a bit more
complex. Some of the difficult consonants are: z, ¢, s, zh, ch, sh, jand q.
In terms of pronunciation, the most difficult part to learn and reproduce
correctly is intonation, which in this course will not be a problem, because
basic communication does not require very accurate or strict intonation.

Verb Tenses: there are no verb tenses, nor conjugation in Chinese.
The verb is always used in the infinitive form for all tenses and all persons.

The adverbs indicating time are very important exactly because
verbs do not reflect verbal tenses.

Nouns: do not have number, nor gender markings (in English it would
be: 1 child, 2 child). Undetermined articles (a/an) do not exist either.

Syntaxes: the grammatical elements have a fixed position in the
sentence:

Simple sentence: subject + verb + object
An auxiliary adverb is added before the verb to indicate the tense.
Adjectives always go before the noun, just as in English.

The word “pv”, right after a noun, means a possessive (like 's in
English), for example:

“Mariep~”: Marie’s.

The classifier is practically essential to express the quantity/amount
of the nouns (we say “practically” because there are certain exceptions
to this rule). Structure: cquantity/amount + classifier + noun.

For example:
One person: - * (yirén, X; - % * (yigerén,) - V

Many nouns have a specific classifier, but in general, the classifier used

[P\ /4
IS T

It is true that an infinite number of character combinations is possible
in Chinese, but in fact the most common combinations are not that many.
In this course you will learn the most basic and frequently used ones.
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Punctuation in Chinese is very similar to punctuation in Indo-European
languages. The major difference is the period/full stop mark (.), which in
Chinese is this: -

Hence, in Chinese, a sentence looks like this:
5y fLElena -

Please note that in the example above, there is a number in red. What does
it mean? It means that the grammar topic that teaches this character is the
“grammar topic #7”, in this case the one that explains the use of “fv”.

In each unit/section of this course you'll see a set of steps teaching you how
to write the Chinese characters. The recommendation is that you have a
notebook to practice writing them so you learn their structure and it will help
you memorize them more easily.

Although each lesson deals with a different set of words and most exercises
will use and test the characters/symbols of that lesson in particular, please
keep in mind that each unit is a building block for the lesson. Therefore, we
recommend that you study the units in the order presented and in case you
have any doubt or do not remember a word from a previous lesson, please
refer to your vocabulary list.

Also, if you need more help to understand sentences/instructions, you have a
link to an online translator on the right-side bar.

At the end of the course, the last unit you will see is a final test, where you
will be able to measure how much you have learned. The passing grade for
this test and the course in general is 60%.
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How to access the exercices?

Once inside your course, you can access the exercises by clicking on one of the links displayed
in each section as shown in the picture below:

2.9 i: Mk Di ér ké: Wénhou

% UR: Mk Di er ke: WENHOU
(2—s% Di yi buten)

F &4 Di ér bufen
B=%f4 Di san bafen

= Hanzi

On the page these links take you to, only click the blue button either to start the exercises for
the first time or to keep working on your latest try.

2:¢. CAMBRIDGE
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Grading method: Average grade
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?E[ljﬁ o

Instruction vocabulary in the course

4 HE pinyin English
?E[LJ”’FE’ L k échéng néirédng shuo- instruction vocabulary in
ming cihui biao the course
=D bihua strokes of the Chinese
characters
= bijiao comparision
i bidodian puntuation
F A5 bidogé form
} |~' i cai y1 cai guess
| | cihui words
* cihui bido vocabulary
KPR ? dui budui? right or wrong?
F duihua dialog
H fayin pronunciation
[pil 2 huida to answer
il jibié level
il jiantéu arrow
TN jieshu to finish
= juzi sentence
i juhao full period
% kan tu shudhua complete the dialog
according to the pictures
+ kaoshi examination
H kéchéng course
Y kewén text
FARL lird for example
lianxi practice
< lyTn listening
Fi nandian difficulties
PE- paixu tidy up
[HE4 pianpang chinese character radical
iﬁi?”[ pinyin pinyin, Chinese character
phonetic
EEy ging gén wo du read with me.
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¥ Ht=8 pinyin English
far ging ni du read, please.
3l shéngdiao intonation
S shéngmi vowel letter
shunxu order
shuo to speak
i ting to listen
* tubido table
sl wénhua zhishi cultural knowledge
wenti questions
o xudnzé to choose
X— X Xiao yixiao laugh
E Xxié write
il yinjié syllable
' yudiao tone
S yufa grammar
T ylyin phonetics
#n) yunm consonant letter
[Ed Zudweén drafting
EIfT zhongdian important
= zhuyi attention
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v
GENERAL VOCABULARY

Ht=h pinyin in English
A A
ai to love
fac— % — {f] ai ni yishéng yishi love you forever
B B B
I ba eight
CIRE Bali Paris
FIen/ [ baisé/bai white
Fl bai hundred
& & baba father
ol ban half (past)
& bao purse, bag
G baogud package
G baozi bun
bao full (after eating)
F béizi glass, cup
1= béi north
1= Beéijing Beijing
* bén notebook
£ bizi nose
= bisa pizza
k) bi ta xi&o younger than him
pilIp bié de others
UFTEWE bingqilin ice-cream
igail bingxiang fridge
bing tortilla
- binggan cookies
Y bingle be sick
QLK Bélin Berlin
e bézi neck
T bu no
I AN buyong xié / bu kéqi You're welcome. Not at all.
Ll bl zhidao not know
et ba Let's/Shall
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ﬁf:jFﬁ pinyin in English
i~ I cai yT cai guess
iy cai dish
ZEn caidan menu
= canguan restaurant
el canju silverware, cutlery, flatware
= canting dining room
AR caoméi strawberry
ciyu words
Lpeeeee | cong......dao...... since...until...
T cinzhé bank book
cuod incorrect
CH CH CH
* cha tea
* chaguan tearoom
Hee cha... less...
chang long
by Changchéng Great Wall
il chaoshi supermarket
3 chaofan fried rice
i chézhan station, stop
IRy chényi/chénshan shirt
il chéngzi orange
Iz chi to eat
iz chifan to have a meal
fzh! cht zaofan to have breakfast
fz-T cht wifan to have lunch
Iz psL cht wanfan to have dinner
% chanjié Chinese New Year
e chishéng to be born
LA chazl ché taxi
G5 chufang kitchen
5T chushi cook
iy chuan to put clothes on
4 /fax chuanzhén/fax fax
Airi chuanghu window
[P chan/chantian spring
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HEH pinyin

in English

e dasdo weishéng to clean

- da big

R dangao cake

(ERL danshi but, however

) dao to arrive

f de 's

= déng to wait

S déng déng etc.

EIEl] didi younger brother

a0 dian o'clock

iy dian (.) full period

By difang place

i} ditié subway

aehile dizhi address
dianhua phone
diannao computer

< [F/ F/email dianzi youjian/yoéujian/email | email

5y di word to indicate ordinal
numbers
i da dianhua to make a call
dong east/eastern

i Dongjing Tokio

[l dongxi things

S déng/dongtian winter
#h dou "all" or "both"
*f dui correct
KN#E e duibug. Sorry.

Z dud much/many?

2p? dudshé&o how much/how many?
2h 2D dudshé&o sui/dudda how old ?

Ea dudda nianji how old ? (for the elderly)

duan

short

feel/be hungry

érzi

son
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4 HEH pinyin in English
I érduo ear
= IF | er/liang two
(=" &> &5 fa (dianzi youjian, chuan- | to send (email, fax, etc.)
) zhén, déng déng)
fashao to have fever
fan food
i fandian hotel
B fangjian bedroom
el fangzi house, building
o feijt airplane
73 fénzhong minute
ik fén da fanta
feng wind
A3 faqr couple
T fawuyuan waiter/waitress
i fujin near
= fumu parents
G G G
TR Ganbéi! Cheers!
B ganmao to have a cold
= gangbi pen
+ gangcai just now
el gao tall
'ﬁf[ il gaolegao chocolate powder
o gaoxing happy
B gége older brother
1B gébo arm
------ i géi......da dianhua tocall ....
S0 gdnggong qiché bus
el gongjin kilo
s gongli kilometer
Iyl gongyu apartment, flat
e gongyuan park
T e gongzuo to work/ job
i gdu dog
gui expensive
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= H=h pinyin in English
=I5 gudji nationality
EE Y guojia/gud country
pul guojié to celebrate a festival
puisa guod shéngri to celebrate a birthday
H H H
i hai also, too
------ gL ? ......haishi......? ..or..?
E hai yéu there is/are also
4 haizi child, children
& hai sea
1A haixian shellfish
hanyu Chinese language
= hanzi character
i h&o good/well
1Pz haocht to taste well (food)
1[I haohé to taste well (drink)
) haoma number
2 he to drink
L hé and
A hézi box
héka greeting card
ey JF héisé/héi black
L hén very, rather
By hén h&o very well
&,/ héngsé/héng red
= héu/hoéuzi monkey
LR EL R hou/hdumian/houbian behind
"ffﬂ | ' houtian the day after tomorrow
e "hi/laohy" tiger
it huizhao passport
iz Huashéngdun Washington
Vil huanying welcome
e F huangsé/huang yellow
[l & huida to answer
£ hui to know
£ hui meeting, gathering
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F H#tah pinyin in English
F hud fire
*/EI‘ H huozhé or
jT rooster, hen, chicken

A jidan egy

A jrou chicken meat
e r jige How many/much...?
JeT? ji dian? At what time...?
¢ 9 ji sui? How old... ? (age)
% jijié seasons
¥ jia family, house
A = jiarén / jiating family
i Jialéefu Carrefour (supermarket)
e jia to add
[fif% jiagé price
d ' jian shoulders
------------ jian see you...
[ (R jiankang / shénti hao good health
2 jiao to teach
H jido foot

al jidozi dumpling
L jiao to be called

[ jiéri holiday

I jiéshu to finish
Eg/ES jigjie older sister
T jin half a kilogram
= jinfa blond
5 jintian today
T jin near

HyHEHY jingchang/changchang frequently
ﬁ[: o juzi tangerine
Ju jiu nine
i jiu liqueur
e kaféi coffee
e kaféi guan coffee shop
T k&buqginuo cappuccino
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= HEH pinyin in English
i kaishi to start/to begin
% kan to look
%l kanjian to see
o kan dianshi to watch TV
% kanshi to read the book
o kdoya roast duck
AL kékoukéle coca-cola
It ke gram
ke class
£ kéting living room
[ kou mouth
() It (wii) kdu rén (five) family members
B kuaile happy
~ kuzi pants/trousers
[A! kin feel sleepy
L L L
i la spicy
* EY to come
Sy lan sé / lan blue
FELE ldolao maternal grandmother
I laoye maternal grandfather
T l&osht teacher
S & tired, fatigued
15 léng feel cold
Kk le already
zL Ii pear
El B Rl [i/limian/libian inside, inside of
P liwu gift, present
lian face
I liang two
I lidng 50 grams
= ling/ling Zer0
Exl linggian change (money)
= lingqian bao change purse
long Chinese dragon
-+ liu Six
o [V road/street

13
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F HEH pinyin in English
Ll Landan London
Ui lGxing to travel/ trip
&1/ lGseé/ green
M M M
ma ...,right?
mama mother
ma horse
il Madéli Madrid
mai to buy
& maidan to pay the bill
mai to sell
[ mang be busy
= maoyT sweater
e méiguanxi It doesn't matter.
ol méiyou. .. There isnt.../not have...
) méi each
NG meimei younger sister
mén door
[ ménkdou at the door
F mé&iyuan dollar
+ mi subway
+ mi rice
K mifan cooked rice
1) mianbao bread
[EES miantiao tagliatelle
PHE T mingbai to understand
oS mingnian next year
FE = mingtian tomorrow
)= mingzi name
BaS| Mosiké Moscow
MR/ g =2 nali/nar? where?
PR na guo? Which country?
=2 na tian? What day?
Hi na That
HEET/HE = nali/nar there
Iy nainai grandmother

14




2# CAMBRIDGE
INSTITUTE

Education Development for a Global Experience

CHINESE FOR BEGINNERS
HOW TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

4 HE pinyin in English

nan difficult

& nan south

i Nanjing Nanjing (Chinese city)

P nan péngyou boyfriend
naozhong alarm clock

N Y, ...ne? and...?

i néng can

far ni you

far nimen you (plural)

gt | ni hao! Hi/Hello

R EEIITEN

ni de shéngri shi na tian?

When is your birthday?

B PPEN L 2

ni zai nali chiashéng?

Where were you born?

ni de nianling shi duéshao?

How old are you?

s RL2 )9

[ nin you (singular/formal)
o ninmen you (plural/formal)
[ nin hao! How do you do?
B ningméng lemon
= nian year
= nianling age
[& g2 nin guixing? What's your last name?
(formal)
- niu cow
RE niunai milk
T niurou beef
45 niuzaiku jeans
Nityué New York
A nd péngydu girlfriend
b nd'ér daughter
+ nishi ma'am
@) O
P P
5 panzi plate
maH, paobu to run
I péngydu friend
AT pijit beer
L piaoliang beautiful

15
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= pinyin in English
B pinggud apple
i pingzi bottle
Einl qizi wife
EIR gichuang to wake up
“ e qihou weather
- gian thousand
= gianbi pencil
gianzhéng visa
gian money
& gianbao wallet
01 HEL 2 gian/gianmian/qgianbian in front of
Hi=~ giantian the day before yesterday
9 gidokeéli chocolate
qing please
I qing shao déng wait a moment, please
L qing zud have a seat, please
Iﬁj h gingrén jié Valentine's day
i qingzhu to celebrate
£ gingzhu hui party
S SN qid/qiatian fall, autumn
. qu to go to...
4 = qunian last year
1?4' qunzi skirt / dress
re hot
* rén person, people
= rénmin village
MA rénminbi renminbi (Chinese
currency)
renshi to know
Fi r sun
FU/ES ri/lhao day
A riji diary
F 11 rqi date
I r yuan yan (Japanese currency)
A rou meat
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#@F"[pinyin in English
= san three
[ si four
Ll suannai yogurt
sui years (of age)
) sudyi therefore
SH SH SH
) shafa couch/ sofa
Eian shangdian/dian shop
o shang to go up
R shang/shangmian/shang- | over/above
bian

7= shangban to go to work
A Shanghai Shanghai
iy shangkeé to have classes
_Hp shangwang to surf the Internet
T shangwi in the morning
s shangxué to go to school
I shao déng to wait a moment
b sh&o few/ little
i shé snake

? shéi? who?

{72 shéi de? whose?
Spit shéenti body/ health
it~ shénme what?
- ? shénme shihou? when?
- HJfl? shénme yisi? what does.... mean?
il shéngdiao intonation
B3N shéngcai lettuce
EXS shéngri birthday
ENars shéngri hui birthday party
EXd shéngxiao Chinese zodiac/horoscope
¥ shengdan jié Christmas
a shi ten
ff shijian time
i shijian bido timetable
AP gl Pepy shiwu/shipin/chi de food

17
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4 HEH pinyin in English
*l shi to be / yes
VAR shi/shishi to try (experiment)/ to try...
on
il shichang market
= C &+ /7 shoéu (youjian/dianzi yéu- | receive (postal service/
g) jian/chuanzhén) email/fax)
= shou hand
=t shoujt cellphone/mobile
= 3 shoéubido watch
S shoutao gloves
Slks shéuwan wrist
=¥ shouzhi fingers
’E’l?}'ﬂ shoudi capital (of a country)
e shouhuodyuan shop assistant
%1l shousTt sushi
) shi book
R shicai vegetables
AR shafu comfortable
Bl HE shii/laoshtl rat
Ffjj shu jT to be born in the year of the
rooster
El shuliang quantity
et shuzi number
= shuf water
i shuigud fruit
= shuijiao to sleep/to go to bed
shuo to speak/to say
shudhua to speak
T T T
[ ta he/him
] tamen they/them
I ta she/her
I tamen they/them (for women only)
£ ta it
£ tamen they (for animals and
objects)
N~ 0 tai gui le! Too expensive!

18
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¥ H=H pinyin in English
P taiyang sun
~ taitai wife
i tang sugar
H tangzhuang traditional Chinese garment
% téng to ache
HFEA ti kuan jt ATM
-~ tian day
P tian na! Oh my god!
R tianqi weather
i tian sweet
T tiandian dessert
i ting to listen
i tingjian to hear
[l tongxué classmate
[Fil =t tongshi co-worker
P tou head
P toufa hair
tu drawing
+ 1 tidou potato
pa tu/tazi rabbit
= tui leg
W W W
Bl Wei stomach
t-? weishéme? Why?
[ wazi socks
NN EL I wai/waimian/waibian outside, outside of...
T wan bowl
. = wanshang in the evening/at night
i wan’an good night
7 wan ten thousand
e 2E wéibolu microwave oven
IEL? wéi? Hello! (on the phone)
£l wénhua culture
S wénhou to greet/greeting
wen to ask
wenti questions
zy wo |/ me

19
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F H=H pinyin in English
=y women we / us
2= woshou to shake hands
ol w five
X X X
[l X1 west / western
JE xican western food
JE XT canguan western food restaurant
s XTgua watermelon
UKL XU western style suit
[ xthéngshi tomato
U xihuan to like
1k Xi to wash
= xishouijian toilet
BRI~ xia/xiatian summer
b xia to go down
N xia/xiamian under/below
= xiaban to end the workday
h— A xia yigé the following/next
N EE xia xué to snow
T xiawu in the afternoon/afternoon
MY xia yu to rain
At xianshéng sir/mr.
s Xxi&ojié miss
ok xianzai now

il xiang to think
(s T/ xiang (zud/youletc.) turn (left/right/etc.)
i) | xi&o small
| xidoshi hour
i xiong chest
A xié shoes
E xié to write

! xiéxie! Thanks!
i XInnian new year
I§ Xin letter (mail)
[ZEC) rﬁ] Xingqi/zhou week
It xing family name, surname
= xingfu blessed (feeling)
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¥ H=h pinyin in English
bLo 1= ik xiongdi jiéméi siblings
&4 xuéshéng student
5 XUéxi/xué study
L XUéXiao school
= Xué snow
i Rl Xiixi to have a rest
Y Y Y
ya duck
vl yanseé/sé colour
B yanjing oye
= yang sheep / goat
fol yao want something / want to
do something
yao medicine
in yaodian drugstore
| yeye grandfather
= yé also
- yi one
D AP AL yibian......yibian...... at the same time...
- fi yidian er a little
- H yigong total
- F yTjia rén the whole family
il yike a quarter of an hour
- yIgi together
- FE ylyang equals/identic
Bl yifl clothes
x4 yishéng doctor/physician
Ex [k ylyuan hospital
N yihou after, in the future
UIH yigian before, formerly
w yizi chair
iRl yisi meaning
= yinhang bank
= yinhang ka bank card
A yInWei because
£ yinliao drink, beverages
g yingbang Sterling
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¥ Ht=H pinyin in English
[ yingbi coins
il you oil
LS youtido chinese fritters
= youju post office
il youxiang mailbox
| you to have / there be
M yong use
TSR you/youmian/youbian right
F':j | | yu rain
=/ yuyan/yu language
7o /B yuan/kuai Yuan, Chinese currency
unit
k= yuanzhabi ballpoint pen
yuan far
Fl yue month
| yueliang moon
Al ERTH zaoshang/zaochén before dawn
ok zai to be (somewhere)
Fl ! zaijian! Goodbye!
B9 zénme...? How to...?
o007 ...zénme shud? How to say...?
S FE? zénme yang? how about...?
F Zi Chinese Character (letter/
word)
o zimu letter of the alphabet
Flel zZiji oneself
FI zixingché bicycle
A z6ulu walk
i zui mouth
BT zud/zudmian/zudbian left
ES Zud sit
At zuo feiji by plane
fic” Zuod do, make
fi” zud fan cook, to make a meal
et 2/7H°? zud shénme?/ganshénme? | what to do?
it = zuo yundong to have sport
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HE pinyin in English
w
ZH ZH
J A zhangfi husband
F zhanghu bank account
A zhaopian photos
PEIAE! zhaoxiang take photos
PEAEA zhaoxiangjt camera
e zhe this
PR/ zhéli/zhér here
T zhén gaoxing! How happy!
gL | zhén piaoliang! How beautiful!
HLH zhidao know
1 zhishi knowledge
zhi paper (sheet of)
AT zhthou after
V] zhigian before
zhiye profession
zhibi bill/bank note (paper
currency)
flI zhong center
flI zhongweén Chinese language
plIE zhdngcang Chinese food
plIE zhdng canguén Chinese restaurant
fl1-T zhongwti noon/midday
zhong clock
B zhou/xingqt week
s zhoumo weekend
K zha pig
E zhu live
B zhu zai live in
EUEEN G zh( ni shéngri kuaile! Wish you a happy birthday!
H—~ zhuozi table

23




