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Dear student ,

Welcome to your online Spanish course with Cambridge Institute. Please read the following instructions carefully because they will help you understand 
how to use the platform effectively, take full advantage of this course and learn the language of Miguel de Cervantes.

Our course follows the guidelines of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFRL) and the Basic level A1 is divided in two parts: 
A1.I and A1.II. 

Our platform works with alternating theory and practice. Also, following the best practices of language teaching, your course is completely developped in 
Spanish. This method, although harder at first, is proven to be the best way to help students learn a foreign language effectively.

On the top right part of the screen you will find a dictionary, which can help you translate any word to English and other languages that might be useful to 
you. Also, whenever you want to check the meaning of a word (that is not in an image), you can simply select the word with a double click and a pop-up 
will open, showing you the definition of the word and the options for translation available.

Please, pay attention to the following technical details:

- Use accent marks ( ´ ), not apostrophes ( ‘ ).

If you do not have a Spanish keyboard:

Áá Ññ
WINDOWS USERS
For an accent mark: press Ctrl+‘ , and then the vowel you want. When you 
want to put an accent mark on a capital letter, press Ctrl+’ , and then Shift 
+ the vowel you want.

MAC USERS
For an accent mark: press Option+E, and then the vowel you want. When 
you want to put an accent mark on a capital letter press Option+E, and then 
Shift + the vowel you want.

- Do not include period ( . ) after the words or sentences you write in gapped and rewriting exercises, otherwise the system will not be able to correct your 
answer and will mark it as wrong.

- You have five attempts to do each exercise. Please note that pronunciation and writing exercises are not corrected automatically, but by a tutor who gives 
you a personalized feedback. Hence, please wait for the feedback before you do another attenpt of the same exercise.

WINDOWS USERS
For the letter ñ: press AltGr+4 and then the letter n.

MAC USERS
For the letter ñ: press Option+N and then the letter n.
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Once inside your course, you can access the exercises by clicking on 
one of the links displayed in each section as shown in the picture 
below:

HOW TO ACCESS THE EXERCICES?
On the page these links take you to, only click the blue button either 
to start the exercises for the first time or to keep working on your 
latest try.
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In the first unit of level A1.I you will find a presentation of the Spanish alphabet, followed by a series of exercises that will teach you how to 
spell. In some exercises you will have to record your voice (pic.1) whereas in others you will have to guess the word by reading how the letters 
are pronounced individually (pic. 2). 

EL ALFABETO
The online course consists of units subdivided into specific sections:

1.

2.
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GRAMÁTICA
In this section you will find an explanation of a certain grammatical topic and will have a series of exercises to practice what you have learned. 
The activities here can be filling the gaps, choosing the best option in a certain context and even producing short texts. Picture 1 shows a filling 
the gaps exercise.

1.
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VOCABULARIO
You will be presented with a vocabulary list in each unit. Then you will have the opportunity to practice these words in a series of exercises as 
well. You may have to complete sentences or write sentences using the prompts given as you can see in Pictures 1 and 2. 

1.

2.



GENERAL SPANISH COURSE
HOW TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

7

COMPRENSIÓN ESCRITA
Here you will find a text and some reading comprehension questions. These question types can be: choose the best alternative, true or false or 
an open ended question, whose answer will be corrected by a tutor. Please allow 48-72 hours for correction.

1.

2.
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COMPRENSIÓN ORAL
Here you press Play, (in red in Pic. 1), so you can listen to recording(s) 
available in each unit. Then you will find comprehension questions 
to check your understanding of what you have heard. Please note 
that here, as well as in the “Comprensión Escrita” you also have the 
opportinity to learn new vocabulary, so make use of the dictionary and 
make sure you keep a notebook with you. When you click on “show 
transcript” (in purple in Pic. 1) you have the transcript of the recording. 
Here the question types can also be: choose the best alternative, true 
or false or an open ended question, whose answer will be corrected 
by a tutor Please allow 48-72 hours for correction. 

1.
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EXPRESIONES ÚTILES
Here you will find some useful expressions in Spanish. First read and try to understand them, then, listen and check how to pronounce them. 
After that you may have to answer some questions or complete sentences using the expressions you have learned. Sometimes you will be 
asked to record the conversations as the pictures below show you. Remember that when you send us a recording with your pronunciation you 
need to wait from 48 to 72 hours to receive your personalized feedback.

1.

2.

3.
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PRONUNCIACIÓN
First you will hear a conversation and then record it in your voice, so you can develop and improve you pronunciation in Spanish. Remember to 
follow the steps as presented in the task: Press Record, then a little pop-up will show and you press “allow”. Now you can start speaking. When 
you finish, click on Stop. If you want you can hear your recording by clicking on Play. Remember that you have to wait from 48 to 72 hours to 
receive the feedback from your tutor and then redo the exercise if necessary.

1.
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REDACCIÓN
Here you will be asked to write a text – a note, a letter, etc. – related to a specific topic. Usually you will be given a model. You will receive the 
text correction in about 48 - 72 hours.

1.
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ENLACES DE INTERÉS
On the right side of the screen you can find some links to interesting websites in Spanish. Although they are not part of our course, we 
remmend that you visit them so to have more contact with the Spanish language and culture:

• Radio and TV News
http://elpais.com/ y http://www.elmundo.es/ (general information)
http://kiosko.net/es/general.html (first pages of all newspapers in Spain)
http://www.rtve.es/ (Radiotelevisión Española, here you can hear live radio or watch live TV in Spanish)
http://as.com/ (one of the most important sports newspapers in Spain)
http://www.hola.com/ (called “pink press” in Spain, this magazine deals with celebrities in general)

• Cómics 
http://www.mortadeloyfilemon.com/ (one of the most traditional comic strips in Span)

• Humor
http://www.elmundotoday.com/ (satirical newspaper)
http://www.eljueves.es/ (weekly satirical magazine)


